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Multi-Fronted Buildings
In some cases, a building is double-fronted or otherwise, in that it 
faces two or more public ways, including the waterfront. These build-
ing facades should provide a pedestrian-friendly (visually interesting) 
ground floor.

5.6	 Provide a pedestrian-friendly ground floor on build-
ings that face a public way. 

• 	 All sides of a buildng should include interesting details and mate-
rials to avoid presenting a “back side” to a neighboring property, 
public way, plaza, waterfront and/or a major pedestrian route. 
For example, the sides of a commercial building that houses a 
restaurant or specialty shop should incorporate a storefront.

• 	 A large expanse of blank wall is inappropriate.

Residential Setbacks within the Historic District
Building setback within a typical residential context reflects a hier-
archy of public and private space. It is a progression that begins at 
the street, which is the most public space, then proceeds through 
the front yard, which appears "semi-private," and ends at the front 
door, which is the "private" space. This sequence enhances the pe-
destrian environment and contributes to the character of a residential 
neighborhood; it should be maintained where it dominates the block. 

Where the majority of the buildings align near the sidewalk edge, 
new infill buildings should maintain this alignment. 

5.7	 Maintain the traditional building setback.
•	 In a traditional residential neighborhood, the front yard should  

be maintained with planting material and not covered with pav-
ing or large outdoor decks.

•	 Align buildings near the sidewalk where this is the traditional 
development pattern found within the neighborhood.

5.8	 Provide a walkway from the street to the building in 
residential settings.

•	 A walkway running from the street to the front porch provides 
unity to the streetscape. Where a walkway has been an element 
of the hierarchy, this should continue.

This historic building provides a 
visually interesting facade along 
the waterfront.  This includes an 
articulated mass and transparent 
first floor. Similar treatment should 
be reflected on new infill buildings 
or additions.
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Reflect the traditional setbacks seen 
within the block. In a residential 
setting, provide a front yard similar in 
size to neighboring buildings.
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C.	 Map of the Downtown Historic District
 

Historic District Boundary
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